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freedom is supposed to be controlled by the discipline of a mystical State
worship, but an immense number of young people coming into a
disordered world caught up the theory without submitting themselves
to the discipline.
It is a commonplace of history that a chaos of opinion about morals,
religion and politics follows all great upheavals, and that time is needed
to steady the world on a new course. But the annalist of these times
is least tempted to interpret events in the light of any theory that
may temporarily be in vogue. He is, of course, aware of the part
which the search for wealth has played in these times as in all times
and the special forms it has taken in what is called the industrial age.
But he is also aware of the passions, ambitions, rivalries, animosities,
the blunders, follies and achievements which enter into the great
complex of history, and cannot be accounted for in any ledger. Man
may be what he eats, according to the famous Marxian dictum, but
the alchemy which transmutes his daily nutriment into the being
whom we call by that name still defies analysis.
812